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The stunning details in the government's case against John Walker - including the disclosure that e 
knew three months before Sept. 11 that suicide attackers had been sent to the United States - hardly 
portray him as a mild-mannered Marin County youth. 

Instead, the picture that emerged yesterday from FBI interviews with the 20- year-old Walker was of a 
well-trained warrior who doggedly chose, again and again, to fight against U.S. interests. 

Those who knew Walker when he grew up in Marin County have described him as a quiet, studious 
youth unlikely to pick up a weapon, let alone fight against Americans. And indeed, once his lawyers and 
his parents, Frank Lindh and Marilyn Walker of Marin County, are able to talk to him - and they haven t 
been able to since his capture in December — the portrait may well soften. 

But for now, the chronology as laid out yesterday in Attorney General John Ashcroft's criminal 
complaint, and the FBI interviews it reflects, offers the fullest account yet of his activities since 
disappearing in May from a fundamentalist school in Pakistan. 

And that account is chilling. 

Walker, who as a teenager converted to Islam, told investigators that in May he joined a paramilitary 
training camp run by the Harkat ul-Mujahedeen, or HUM, so he could fight with their forces in Kashmir. 

LEFT SCHOOL IN MAY 

Up until then he had been studying the Koran in Pakistan, but when he left the school in May he told his 
parents and teachers he was leaving to stay in the nearby cool mountains to avoid the scorching summer 
- and that is the last his family heard of him until his capture in December. But it is now clear that 
weather had nothing to do with it: Instead, he went straight to a HUM recruiting office in Peshawar, 
Pakistan. 

The training lasted less than a month, according to the complaint, because in June Walker traveled to 
Afghanistan to fight with the Taliban. However, he was rejected at a Kabul recruiting center because he 
couldn't speak the dialect - so he opted instead for a seven-week training course at the al Farooq 
training camp, run by terrorist warlord Osama bin Laden s al Qaeda network. 

While there he was part of a group that met with bin Laden for about five minutes and knew that bin 
Laden and al Qaeda were against America." In June, he "learned from one of his instructors that bin 
Laden had sent people to the United States to carry out several suicide operations," the complaint says. 


ISSUED ASSAULT RIFLE 











After his al Farooq training, Walker was issued an AKM (the modern version of the AK-47) assault rifle 
and dispatched to the battle front with other al Qaeda fighters in Takhar. He didnt last long, though^ 
After he and his unit were bombed by U.S. warplanes, they retreated to Kunduz where they surrendered 
to Northern Alliance forces and were taken to a mud-walled prison in Mazar-e-Shant. 


When he surfaced on a CNN report after a revolt at the prison was crushed, his family and others 
wondered how a soft-spoken student from Marin County could become a terrorist proficient with guns. 
The complaint seems to answer such questions. 

It says Walker was trained to use several weapons, including rocket- propelled grenades, Molotov 
cocktails and pistols, and that he was schooled in "special missions." He was also told to say he was Ins 

if asked his nationality. 

Walker told FBI agents that he declined an offer by the leader of the camp to leave Afghanistan to join in 
terrorist acts against U.S. and Israeli targets. Instead, he chose to fight the Northern Alliance at the front 

lines near Kabul. 


Nothing in the complaint indicated he knowingly killed any Americans. But that didn't mitigate Ashcroft s 
impression of Walker's commitment to anti- American terror. 

"Terrorists did not compel John Walker Lindh to join them; John Walker Lindh chose terrorists," a grim¬ 
faced Ashcroft said yesterday when he announced the charges. 


FBI AFFIDAVIT 
JOINING THE TALIBAN 

Officials asked Walker whether he wanted to continue training or go to Afghanistan to fight. Walker 
further stated that he decided instead of fighting ... in Kashmir, he would join the Taliban. . 

ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE 

Within the first several weeks of his arrival (at the training camp) on or about early June 2001. . . Walker 
learned . . . that bin Laden had sent people to the United States to carry out several suicide operations. . 

BIN LADEN 

Walker and four other trainees Dmet with bin Laden for approximately five minutes, during which bin 
Laden thanked them for taking part in jihad. 
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